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Chronology 


Horses were used for transportation purposes. 
Wheeled wagons invented. 


Plants and animals were first domesticated in the 
region around Hindu Kush and Turkmenistan. 


Central Asians started domestication of horses as a 
source of food. 


Sumerians developed first writing script. 
Silk first produced in China. 


Domestication of Bactrian and Arabian camel, vital for 
desert travel. 


The precarious irrigation system gave rise to pastoral 
nomadism. 


Saka name emerged. 
Horse-drawn chariot introduced in Near East. 


Sesostris, Egyptian king, the first who proclaimed war 
against Saka-Scythians. 


Iranian-Arian migration started from the region east of 
Caspian towards the south. 


Iron technology developed in Asia Minor. 


Saka-Scythians established a rich and powerful empire 
in Crimea. 


Rome was founded. 
Zoroaster was born. 
Buddha born in Nipal. 


Achaemenid Empire established in Persia 


450s B.C. 


530 B.C. 


527 B.C. 
330 B.C. 
329 B.C. 
327 B.C. 
323 B.C. 
280 B.C. 
256 B.C. 
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Herodotus visits Greek trading colony of Olbia to 
gather information on Scythians. 


Persian king Cyrus invaded Bactria but he was killed 
at Bagram by the Saka-Scythians. 


Persian king Darius occupied Bactria. 
Alexander defeated Persians. 

Alexander conquered Bactria and Sogdiana. 
Alexander married the Bactrian girl Roxanne. 
Alexander died. 

Incursion of Sakas on Seleucid territories. 


Parthians defeated Greeks. 


247 B.C. — 224 A.D. 


Parthian Empire of the Saka-Scythians. 


220 — 200 B.C. 


209 B.C. 


209 B.C. 


Hunnic tribes raided China, inspired building of the 
Great Wall of China. 


Sogdians made themselves independent. 


Modun Shanyu united the Huns (Xiongnu) in Central 
Asia. 


180 B.C. — 80 B.C. 


176 B.C. 
167 B.C. 
145 B.C. 
141 B.C. 
140 B.C. 


Period of Indo-Greek rule in the Gandhara region. 
Xiongnu attacked the Tocharians in western China. 
Rise of Romans. 

Bactria is taken by the Sakas. 

Persis passed from Seleucid to Parthian domination. 


Han Dynasty Emperor Wu-ti attacked the Xiongnu. 


139 B.C. 
130 B.C. 


129 B.C. 


121 B.C. 


100 B.C. 


50 B.C. 
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Bactria was attacked by the Yeuh-Chis. 
Yeuh-Chis took control of Bactria. 


Parthians conquered Mesopotamia. The Silk Roadto 
China was controlled by the Parthians. 


Xiongnu defeated by Chinese; splited into Eastern and 
Western groups. 


Ctesiphone became Parthian capital. 


Western Huns moved west to the Volga River. 


36 A.D. or 37 A.D. 


50 A.D. 


78 A.D. 


100 A.D. 


100 A.D. 


100 A.D. 


159 A.D. 


127 A.D. 


162 A.D. 
195 A.D. 
197 A.D. 


211 A.D. 


Death of Jesus Christ. 
Kushan clan unified the Yueh-Chi tribes. 
Kujula Kadphises established the Kushan Dynasty. 


Roman Empire at its largest; a major market for 
Eastern goods. 


The great empires of Parthian, Kushan, Chinese and 
Rome came close to bring stability to the Silk Roads. 


Buddhism replaced Zoroastrianism and became the 
most popular religion in Central Asia. 


Greco-Egyptian geographer, Claudius Ptolemy, wrote 
his geography, attempted to map the Silk Roads. 


Kanishka, king of the Kushan, extended the kingdom 
from Bactria into Uzbekistan, Kashmir and Punjab, 
moved the capital to Peshawar and promoted 
Buddhism. 


Kushan king Kanishka died. 
First Parthian war. 
Second Parthian war. 


Persian king, Ardashir, revolted against the Parthians 
and founded the Sassanian Empire. 


320 A.D. 
224 A.D. 
330 A.D. 
330 A.D. 


233 A.D. 


350 A.D. 


380 A.D. 


406 A.D. 


420s A.D. 


420-427 A.D. 


430 A.D. 


433 A.D. 


434 A.D. 


435 A.D. 


435 A.D. 
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Christianity becomes the official Roman religion. 
Sassanians overthrew the Parthians. 
Constantinople became Roman capital. 

Roman Empire became Byzantine Empire. 


The Persian king, Ardashir I, conquered the Kushan 
Empire. 


Huns appeared in Western Europe. 


Buddhist monks started the carving of two giant 
Buddha statues in the rock at Bamiyan. 


Attila was born to father Mundzuk and unkown 
mother. 


Attila’s uncle, Rua, seized power eliminating other 
kings. 


Hephthalites raided the Sassanian Empire as far west 
as modern Tehran. 


Rua signed peace treaty with Eastern Roman 
Empire, got tribute of 350 pounds of gold. 


Western Roman Empire gave Pannonia (western 
Hungary) to the Huns as payment for military aid. 


Rua died; Attila and older brother Bleda took the 
charge of Hunnic Empire. 


Roman king hired the Huns to fight against the 
Vandals and Franks. 


Treaty of Margus; Eastern Roman tribute increased 
from 350 to 700 pounds of gold. 


435 — 438 A.D. 


Huns attacked Sassanid Persia, but were defeated in 
Armenia. 


436 A.D. 
438 A.D. 


439 A.D. 


441 A.D. 


442 A.D. 


443 A.D. 


444 A.D. 


445 A.D. 


446 A.D. 


446 A.D. 


447 A.D. 


447 A.D. 


449 A.D. 


450 A.D. 
450 A.D. 
451 A.D. 
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Romans and Huns destroyed the Burgundians. 
First Eastern Roman embassy to Attila and Bleda. 


Huns joined the Western Roman army in a siege of the 
Goths at Toulouse. 


Huns besieged and captured the Eastern Roman cities 
of Viminacium and Naissus. 


Eastern Roman tribute increased from 700 to 1400 
pounds of gold. 


Constantinople ordered military readiness and 
vigilance against Huns. 


Eastern Roman Empire stopped paying tribute to 
Huns. 


Death of Bleda; Attila became sole king. 


Huns demanded for tribute and fugitives denied by 
Constantinople. 


Huns captured Roman forts at Ratiaria and 
Marcianople. 


Attila controlled all of the Balkans, from the Black Sea 
to the Dardanelles. 


Eastern Romans gave 6,000 pounds of gold in _ back- 
tribute, yearly cost increased to2,100 pounds of gold, 
and fugitive Huns handed over for impaling. 


Maxinus and Priscus embassy to the Huns; attempted 
assassination of Attila. 


The new Roman Emperor stopped payments to Huns. 
Roman princess Honoria sent ring to Attila. 


Huns overran Germany and France. 


451 —452 A.D. 


Famine and plague in Italy. 


452 A.D. 


453 A.D. 
453 A.D. 
454 A.D. 
456 A.D. 
457 A.D. 


459 A.D. 


464-475 A.D. 


465-470 A.D. 


469 A.D. 


473-479 A.D. 


480-500 A.D. 


484 A.D. 


486 A.D. 
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Attila led army of 100,000 into Italy, sacked Padua, 
Milan, etc. 


Attila suddenly died on wedding night. 

Three of Attila’s sons divided the empire. 

The Huns were driven from Pannonia by the Goths. 
Hephthalitessent their first embassy to the Wei Court. 


Feroz, former king of Sassanian, requested Hephthalite 
assistance. 


Feroz regained Sassanian throne with the help of 
Hephthalite armies. 


Wars between the former allies resolved with 
Sassanian tribute in 475 A.D. 


Hephthalitesconquered Gandhara, set up a Tegin (a 
viceroy). 


Hunnic king Dengizik (Attila’s second son) died; 
Hunnic Empire completely declined in Europe. 


Hephthalites conquered Sogdiana, driving the 
Kidarites westwards, next conquering Khotan and 
Kashghar. 


Gupta Empire collapsed; Tegin became overlord of 
North and Central India. 


Feroz initiated new war against the Hephthalites and 
failed miserably. 


Feroz’ heir Kubad took refuge with Hephthalites 
following coup. 


488 A.D. 
493-508 A.D. 


497 A.D. 


500 A.D. 


503-513 
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Kubad reined the throne with Hephthalites assistance. 


Hephthalitesextended power as far as Zungaria, then 
Turfan and Karashahr. 


Kubad deposed and escaped to a second refuge with 
the Hephthalites. 


Hephthalitesplaced Kubad on Sassanian throne a 
second time. 


Kubad waged war on the Hephthalites. 


Height of Hephthalite power. Chief of the Juan-juan 
fled to the Hephthalites for protection. Hephthalites 
dominated north and south of the Tien Shan range, at 
least to Khotan in the east probably more, and up to 
Khorasan in the west. A separate Hephthalites Empire 
controlled much of India. Forty countries (including 
the Sassanians) were in tribute. Hephthalite centers 
were at Ghor, Balkh, Warwaliz (north of today’s 
Kunduz near the source of the Oxus) and 


His-mo-ta-lo. The entire area was probably comprised 
fifty to sixty thousand individuals. 


531 
a32 


565 


570 
545 


551 


Khusrau succeeded his father Kubad. 


Revolts in India; Hephthalites lost most of East and 
Central India. 


Turks and Khusrau allied to capture and divide 
Hephthalite Empire. 


Hephthalite rule was overthrown in India. 


Chinese records mention of Bumin, as the leader of the 
Ashina clan of Western Turks. 


Bumin declared independent of the Turks around Altai 
Mountains, and takes the title of “Khaqan.” His empire 
is known as Gok-Turk. 


552 
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581 


588 
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610 
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Shortly after sending his brother, Istemi, to the western 
regions as Yabghu (governor), Bumin died. His elder 
son Issik became the Khaqan. 


In alliance with Sassanid Persia, Istemi defeated the 
Hephthalites and conquered Transoxiana. 


A Turk delegation was sent to Constantinople to form 
an alliance with Byzantine Empire under Justine-II 
and to trade silk with them. 


Turk relation declined with Byzantine after the 
Byzantine supported Avars, enemies of the Turks. One 
of the Byzantine strongholds at Crimea was captured 
by the Turks. 


Two rival states in China began to pay annual tribute 
to Turk Khanate. 


First Turko-Persian war occurred in Khorasan. 


Shibi Khan became the Khaqan of the Eastern Turkic 
Khanate. 


Islam emerged as a new religion. 


Shibi Khan’s army surrounded Emperor Yang at 
Yanmen. 


Tong Yabghu Khan became the Khaqan of the 
Western Turk Khanate. He is also known as Ziebel, 
the founder of Khazar state or Khazaria in Caucasus. 


Second Turko-Persian war Tong Yabghu Khan raided 
as far as Isfahan. 


Alliance with the Byzantine Empire under Heraclius 
when the emperor requested military aid from Tong 
Yabghu Khan. 


Eastern Turks defeated Tang China at Wei River. 


Third Turko-Persian war. Bori Shad conquered 
Derband in Caucasus and raided Azerbaijan. 


628 
629 
630 


632 


642 


644 


648 


650 


657 


664 


680 
681 


681 
682 


685 


704 
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Eastern and Western Turks fought a battle. 
Huien Tsiang visited India. 


Tang China supported a revolt of vassals of eastern 
Khanate and in a following war Chinese defeated the 
Eastern Turks. Emperor Taizong said, “This 
compensated my defeated at Wei River.” 


Death of Muhammad. Arabo-Islamic expansion began. 


Gaochang was occupied by Tang Dynasty and Turk 
soldiers were forced to retreat. 


East Turks lost a battle against the Tang 
Dynasty at Karashahr. 


Western Turks also lost a battle against Tang Dynasty 
in Kucha. 


Khazars defeated Abdur Rehman ibn Rabiah of 
Rashidun Arabs in Caucasus. 


Western Khanate became a vassal of China. During 
power vacuum, Turgesh tribe emerged as the leading 
power of Western Turks. 


Peace treaty between Caucasian Albania and the Huns. 
Albanians agreed to pay annual tribute to Hunnic 
leader Alp Ilitver and protect Albania from Arab 
invasion. 


Turks revolted against Tang Dynasty. 


Fifty-four Turk leaders were executed by Tang 
Dynasty publicaly in the market of Chang’an. 


Ashina Kutlug revolted against Tang Dynasty. 


Ashina Kutlug established second Eastern Turkic 
Khanate. 


Ashina Kutlug defeated the Chinese at Hin Chu. 


Ummayad governor Qutiba invaded Transoxiana. 


711 


713 
716 
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Arabs conquered Spain in Europe, which introduced 
much Eastern technology and science to Europe. 


Turko-Arab war in Transoxiana. 
Internal clashes between Turkic tribes. 


Ummayad governor massacred Turks for the second 
time in Khojand. 


Arabs defeated Chinese at Talas River and captured 
Chinese papermakers, which introduced papermaking 
into Central Asia and Europe. 


Turgesh Khan Suluk defeated Ummayad Arab armies 
by hit and run tactics. 


Turgesh Khan Suluk defeated the Ummayad Arabs for 
the second time. 


Khazaras defeated Ummayad Arab armies in the 
Southern Caucasus but victorious general Birjik died 
in the battle. 


Ummayad Arabs defeated Khazar and captured 
Khazar capital Balanjar. Khazars soon drived Arabs 
back and shifted the capital to Atil. 


Khazar Khan, Bulan, embraced Judaism but the 
subjects were free tochoose their religion. 


Turkic subjects like Bismil, Uighur and Qarlug, who 
are not members of Ashina tribe staged a coup, which 
ended Ashina’s power except in Khazaria. 


Uighur and Qarlug tribes established their rule in 
eastern and western Turkic regions. 


In Arab world Ummayad Dynasty ended. 


Turko-Arab forces defeated Chinese in the Battle of 
Talas. 


Peace treaty between Byzantine Emperor Constantine- 
V and Turks in Caucasus, ending long period of 
militaryconflict. 
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Most of Turkestan was captured by the Qarluq tribe. 
Uighurs repulsed Tibetans. 
Gun-powder was invented in China. 


The capital of Arab Caliphate was moved to Samarra 
by Caliph Al-Motasim because of unrest caused by 
Turk slave soldiers (Mamlukes). 


Qarlugs established the state of Karakhanids in 
Transoxiana with support from Uighurs. 


Uighurs established a state in Xinjiang, China. 


Alp Tigin established Ghazni as vassal state of 
Samanids. 


Russians captured Khazar capital Atil. 
Sebuk Tigin established Ghaznavid Dynasty. 
Mehmud of Ghazni raided northern India. 
Mehmud of Ghazni conquered Panjab. 
Mehmud invaded Bhatia. 


Mehmud invaded Multan. 


Nagar Kot in the Panjab hills was invaded. 

He marched against Thanesar and conquered. 
Mehmud launched a raid against Kashmir. 

Khazar Khanate dissolved under pressure from Russia. 


Mehmud invaded Mathura and destroyed many 
temples. 


At Mathura Sultan Mehmud confronted a coalition of 
rulers against him, including Chandar Pal. 


Mehmud raided northern India and defeated Kanauj 
king, Chandella Ganda. In the same year he fought a 


1021 
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1038 


1040 


1048 


1055 


1071 


1072 
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battle against Chandella and his son Bhim, thereby 
capturing Rahib and Lahore. 


Mehmud appointed Malik Ayaz to the throne and 
made Lahore the capital of Ghaznavid Empire. 


Mehmud launched an expedition against Gawalyar and 
conquered. 


In his last invasion of India Mehmud Ghaznavi 
attacked Somnath temple. The Rajput fighters 
defended the temple for three days but at last they 
were defeated. Mehmud destroyed the idols and 
plundered a great amount of wealth. 


Saljuk grandson Tughrul and Chaghri conquered the 
historical city of Merv, beginning the Great Saljuk 
Empire. 


Tughrul and Chaghri defeated the Ghaznavid army at 
the battle of Dandanaqan and began to settle in Eastern 
Persia. 


Saljuk Turks reached to the east of Anatolia to 
challenge Byzantine Empire. 


Abbasid Caliph declared Tughrul the Sultan of Greak 
Saljuk. 


Alp Arslan of Saljuk Turks defeated Romanos 
Diogenes of Byzantine in the battle of Manzikret. 


Death of Arslan. Malik Shah became the sultan. 


Sulaiman I (a cousin of Malik Shah) founded a state in 
what is now west Turkey. Although a vassal of Seljuk 
Empire but later became totally independent state and 
known as Saljuk of Rum. 


Emergence of Khwarezm Dynasty as a vassal of Great 
Saljuk Empire. 


Tutush I, Malik Shah’s brother founded a short lived 
principality in Syria. 


1096 
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Romans launched first Crusade. Europe and Middle 
Eastexchanged technologies. 


Mongols of Khitan defeated the Sultan Sanjar of 
Saljuk in the battle of Qatwan. 


During second crusade, Saljuks of Rum defeated 
Romans in the second battle of Dorylaeum and French 
at the battle of Laodicea. 


Sultan Sanjar is defeated by his Oghuz vassals. 
Changez Khan was born. 


Ghorids defeated the Ghaznavids in Lahore and the 
Ghaznavid Empire was absorbed into Ghorid Empire. 


After the disintegration of Great Saljuk Empire, 
Khwarezm Shah declared independence and 
conquered most of former Saljuk territory. 


Changez Khan received the title of Great Khan. 
Mongols raided against Tanguts of Xia Dynasty. 


Changez Khan led his army across the Gobi Desert 
against the Jin Dynasty of China. 


Khwarezm Shah defeated Karakhanids. 


Mongols captured the Jin capital pf Zhongdu 
(Beijing). 


Mongol caravan and ambassadors are murdered by the 
Khwarezmians. War against Persia begins. Capture 
of Bokhara and Samarkand. 


The execution of the Mongol Envoys by the 
Khwarezm Shah. 


Mongols crossed the Jaxartes and began their invasion 
of Transoxiana. 


1221 
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While the campaign of China was still in progress, the 
Mongols waged a war in Central Asia and defeated 
Khwarezmian Empire. 


Sabotai begins expedition around the Caspian Sea and 
into Russia. Jalal Uddin Khwarezm rose in Persia and 
challenged the Mongols. Jalal Uddin defeated at the 
battle of Indus. War with the Khwarzamian Empire 
concludes. 


Final campaign against the Xi Xia. 
Changez Khan died. 

Ogdai was elected as the new Great Khan. 
Mongols began their invasion of Korea. 
Mongols conquered Jin Dynasty. 


Mongols started invasion of Europe. 


Mongol-Song war began. 
Batu Khan’s invasion of Russia. 


Batu Khan and Sabotai invaded and conquered Poland 
and Hungary. Defeat of the Europeans at Liegnitz and 
Sajo River. Ogdai Khan died. 


Upon Ogdai’s death Batu Khan withdrew from 
Europe. He established his kingdom in regions near 
Caspian Sea called Golden Horde Khanate. 


Guyuk elected as Great Khan. 
The first registration of the population of the empire. 
Great Khan Guyuk died. 


Mongke, the elder son of Tuli was elected as Great 
Khan. 


Hulagu exterminated the order of Assassins and laid 
the foundation of Il-Khanate in Persia. 
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Mongols occupied Baghdad. The end of Abbasid 
Caliphate. 


Mongols invaded Syria and in the meantime Mangke 
Khan died. 


Hulagu withdraws from Syria upon hearing the death 
of Monku Khan, saving the Muslims from further 
invasion. A minor force left behind at Ain Jalut was 
defeated by the Mamluke general Baibar. Hulagu 
settled in Persia and created the Il-Khanate, becoming 
the first Il-Khan King. 


Disagreement on succession of the Mongol throne 
leads to civil war between the two candidates, Qublai 
and Ariq Buqa 


Qublai defeated Ariq Bugqa and became the Great 
Khan. 


Qublai built a new imperial capital at Tatu (modern- 
day Beijing). 


War between the Berke of the Gold Horde and Hulagu 
of the Il-Khanate in Caucasus. 


The school of Mongolian language studies was 
established by Qublai Khan’s decree. Phags-pa script 
was introduced by Phags-pa lama, who became the 
imperial preceptor. 


Qublai Khan established Yuan Dynasty. 


Paper money known as Chao issued by the decree of 
Qublai Khan. 


Mongol invasion of Japan. The full scale census of the 
Golden Horde. 


The fall of the Song Dynasty to the Yuan Dynasty. 


Mongols of Yuan Dynasty became supreme lord of all 
China. 


Mongols defeated the Mamluks of Egypt at Homs. 
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1295 
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1330 


1335 
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1368 
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Second Mongol invasion of Vietnam. 
Mongol raid on Java. 


Qublai Khan died. His grandson Timur Khan 
succeeded the Yuan Dynasty. 


Islamization of Il-Khanate. 


The rulers of Thai state visited Yuan Dynasty to pay 
their respect. 


The battle of Wadi al-Khazandar; Mongol victory over 
the Mamluks. 


Mamluks defeated Mongols at the battle of Marj 


al-Saffar. The end of Mongol invasion in Syria. 


Islamization of Golden Horde. Ozbeg Khan persecuted 
non-Muslim Tatar-Mongols in Russia. 


The Il-Khanate concluded a peace treaty with the 
Mamluks, ending the half century long Il-Khanid- 
Mamluk war. 


Amir Timur born in Samarkand. He reunited Persia 
and defeated both the Russians and the Golden Horde 
and built Timurid Empire. 


Abu Saeed died. The decline of Il-Khanate started. 


Jani Baig conducted a military campaign in Azerbaijan 
and conquered the city of Tabriz, defeated the 
Chupanid Dynasty and compelled the Jalayirds (two 
successor states of I]-Khanid). He also asserted Jochid 
dominance over Chughtai Khanate, attempting to unite 
the Khanate of the Mongol Empire. 


Yuan Dynasty was overthrown by the Ming Dynasty. 
Timur became the Amir of Chughtai Khanate. 


Death of Toghon Timur at Karakorum, the last Yuan 
Emperor. 
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1502 
1747 
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Amir Timur died. The Timurid Empire referred to as 
the last great Turko-Mongol Empire, ended. Persia and 
the Golden Horde were once again without a clear 
ruler. The Golden Horde broke apart and became 
separate states. 


The Russians overthrew Mongol rule in Russia. 


Nadir Shah appointed Ahmed Shah Abdali the 
governor of Qandahar. 


Russia and France became alliance after treaty of 
Tilsit. 


Britain and Persia signed a treaty against the Russian 
invasion of Persia. 


Peace of Turkamenchai between Persia and Russia. 
Dost Muhammad Khan captured Kabul. 


British government of India started to play the Great 
Game. 


Alexander Burnes started the first officially sponsored 
British journey in Central Asia. 


Treaty of Unkiar Skelessi between Turkey and Russia 
alarmed British. 


Shah Shuja launched an expedition to capture Kabul 
but failed. 


Lord Auckland took up the charge as a Viceroy of 
India. 


December 1837 


1838 


Russian envoy Vitkevich visited Kabul. 


First Anglo-Afghan war. 


August 7, 1839 


Shah Shuja and British forces captured Kabul. 
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1839-1840 — Hazaras served in Broadfoot’s Sappers (British 
Scouts). 


1856-57 Persians removed Kala Nao Hazaras from Herat and 
settled them in Persian Khorasan. 


1857 Britain forced Persia to leave Herat. 
November 1878 

Second Anglo-Afghan war triggered. 
May 30, 1879 


Treaty of Gandomak between Sardar Yakub Khan and 
Louis Cavagnari. 


July 22, 1880 


British government of India enforced Abdur Rehman 
Khan as Amir of Kabul. 


1881 Clashes between Hazaras and Kabul forces started. 
1891-1893  Hazaras fought their decisive war of independence. 
November 1893 


Mortimer Durand, the Foreign Secretary of British 
Indian government and Afghan Amir Abdur Rehman, 
signed a single-page agreement of the border between 
Afghanistan and British India. 


October 7, 1901 


Abdur Rehman Khan died. 

1904 Hazara Pioneers, a pioneer infantry regiment of the 
British India Army was formed in Quetta by Major 
C. W. Jacob. 

1918 Russia seized the control of much of Central Asia. 


1933 Hazara Pioneers were disbanded in 1933. 
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1977 The German geographer, Ferdinand Von Richthofen, 
named the trade and communication network “The 
Silk Road”. 


February 1979 


Islamic revolution in Iran toppled down the Shah’s 
monarchy. 


December 25, 1979 

Russia invaded Afghanistan. 
February 15, 1989 

Russian forces withdrew from Afghanistan. 
December 26, 1991 


Russian federation dissolved, Central Asian states 
liberated. 
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Introduction 


Hazaras are one of the ethnic groups living in Afghanistan. They can 
be found throughout the country but a great part of them live in Central 
Afghanistan known as Hazaraistan. Majority of them are Shia Muslim 
alongwith a small number of Sunni and Ismaili Hazaras. Despite their Turko- 
Mongol features, many writers today believe that they are of the mix origin. 
In the face of historical discrimination and segregationaist policies of ruling 
Afghan (Pashtun) governments, they remain socially, economically, and 
politically the most underprivileged group in the country. Their country, 
Hazaraistan, was an autonomous region until 1890s, when they were 
mercilessly subjugated as a result of Anglo-Afghan conspiracy. 


After losing their war of independence to the Anglo-Afghans in 1893, 
thousands of Hazara families migrated towards Russia, Iran and Indian sub- 
continent. A portion of them settled in the city of Quetta and lived peacefully 
in the neighborhood of Quetta Cantonment. Belonging to the Hazaras of 
Quetta, I grew up listening to the Hazaras’ claim of having descent from 
Changez Khan. Similar to other Hazaras, I, too, took pride in having descent 
from history’s all time greatest conqueror. This feeling of ethnic 
consciousness further strengthened my inquisitiveness after the incident of 
9/11, when a wave of endless violence struck the Hazaras of Quetta. In 2013, 
when I was studying in Lahore, two deadliest vehicle-bomb explosions took 
place in two Hazara districts of Alamdar Road and Hazara Town, which 
claimed the lives of more than two hundred people. After the incident, fact 
finding missions of leading news channels, newspapers and human rights 
activists frequented Quetta and met the Hazaras. Flabbergasted with the 
exotic look of the Hazaras among the ethnic Baloch and Pashtun, many 
people wanted to know and read about them, but there was, unfortunately, 
nothing available. In those days, I was looking for a topic for my M.Phil 
thesis, my professor, Dr. Naudir Bakhsh Mongolvi, suggested me to look into 
the case study of the Hazaras of Quetta. This study ultimately developed my 
interest in writing about the political history of the Hazaras. 


Though the theory which relates Hazaras with the army of Changez 
Khan was first discussed by Abul Fazl, the court historian and biographer of 
Akbar the Great. It was, however, propagated by the Europeans or British 
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agents, who were on mission to collect ethnographic information of the 
region during the Great Game between Brtish Empire and Tsarist Russia. On 
the basis of this theory, Abdur Rahman Khan, the Amir of Afghanistan, 
justified the ethnic cleansing of the Hazaras in the late 19" century. This 
study, however, repudiates these arguments and claims that Hazaras are 
aboriginals of the country today known as Afghanistan. They are the direct 
descendants of Aghuz Khanids, Kushanids, Hephthalites, Zaolids, Western 
Turks, Gharjistanids, Ghorids, Ghaznavids, Nikodarids, and Il-Khanids, and 
in the course of history they all contributed to form the nation of Hazara. 


In the initial stages of this research project, I was totally blank and 
was not sure whether I would be able to make any difference amongst the 
plethora of writers and researchers of Hazara history. Anyhow, I continued 
my research and focused myself on seeking out the links of my interest. For 
this purpose, I met the writers, thinkers, politicians and professors, and even 
every other person who I thought would have some knowledge about the 
history of Hazaras. Of all the proposed theories, two of the words: “Saka” 
advised by Professor Nazir Hussain and “Scythi” put forward by Abdul 
Ghafor Rabbani increased my curiosity. While I was in search of data, I 
found a book “Bactria” written about the ancient city of Balkh (Bactria) and 
the Bactrian Empires under the Greek Dynasties, which appeared to be a 
flash of great discovery throughout the process of this research project. 
Though the book contained some preliminary information about the Saka- 
Scythians, but it, however, provided the base to explore new dimensions 
about the history of Hazaras. 


This study not only would increase the general knowledge about 
Hazaras but also it would help policymakers to be familiar with the 
geopolitics of the region. Afghanistan is located at the crossroads of Asia and 
often referred to as the “heart of Asia”, so it would be easy to understand 
why this country has since ancient times been the battleground of empires. 
Even today, the presence of US-led NATO alliance in Afghanistan is much 
more than the so-called “War against Terror”. After the end of Cold War 
era, this region is once again reasserting its importance in the wake of 
Chinese and Indian economic boom, as well as the Chinese One Belt One 
Road (OBOR) vision. 


This study will invalidate bulk of the theories proposed by different 
authors regarding the Hazaras’ ethnic and religious identity, demographic 
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structure, political, economic and social configuration, the denomination of 
the word Hazara and their different tribes, and it will also help alleviate the 
misconceptions about the Turko-Mongol people who are _ historically 
regarded as the barbarians, particularly by the Europeans and the Persians. It 
will also help in explaining the contribution of Turko-Mongol people in the 
economic, social, political, cultural and scientific development of the world. 


